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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the concept of the intellectual occupation
of knowledge by exploring its meanings and implications in contemporary
cognitive contexts, as well as determining its most prominent forms and
manifestations in society. It also sought to analyze the various factors
contributing to its spread, whether educational, media-related, or
technological. In addition, the study examined the mechanisms used by
systems to impose their ideas and shape collective consciousness. It also
monitored the cultural and social factors that may either enhance or
weaken individuals' ability to resist this type of intellectual domination,
with a focus on evaluating the actual role libraries play as knowledge
institutions in confronting and resisting intellectual occupation. To achieve
these goals, the study employed the case study method. It concluded that
there is a noticeable growth in individuals' awareness of the concept of
“intellectual occupation” and the dangers of misleading information.
However, this awareness remains partial and is accompanied by
weaknesses in critical thinking skills and preventive behaviors. The study
found that a deep understanding of the term is often linked to the level of
education and openness to critical knowledge, and that educational
institutions and social media play a key role in shaping this awareness
unlike the declining influence of free reading and traditional media. The
results also confirm that control over digital media and targeted curricula
constitute effective tools in entrenching cognitive dominance, while the
decline in reliance on free knowledge sources indicates a deterioration in
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intellectual independence. While participants demonstrated a relatively
high willingness to verify information and counter misinformation, the
prevalence of superficial engagement with content persists. The difficulty
in distinguishing between real and fake news, along with weak awareness
of deep fakes, reveals an urgent need for systematic programs that promote
critical thinking, support scientific verification, and rebuild a free and
cohesive knowledge culture capable of confronting digital intellectual
occupation.

Keywords: intellectual occupation of knowledge; cognitive colonialism;
globalization of knowledge; intellectual dependency; exclusion
of local knowledge; knowledge monopoly; reshaping of
consciousness.
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